Author Reading Series: Reflection
Purpose
The Author Reading Series provides an opportunity to encounter writers and their work in a live setting and to engage with a range of perspectives, experiences, and genres. This reflection asks you to think carefully about what you heard, consider ideas or perspectives that stood out to you, and make connections between the reading and our course.
By completing this reflection, you will practice [faculty insert relevant course learning outcomes or skills, such as critical thinking, interpretation, listening, making connections, analyzing perspectives, or reflective writing].
Task
Attend the author reading and listen actively to both the author's reading and any discussion or question-and-answer period.
After the event, respond to the reflection prompts below. Your response should refer to specific moments, ideas, comments, or selections from the event rather than providing only a general summary.
Author Name:
Date of Talk:
(Instructor: Select, delete, or modify prompts to fit your course.)
· What idea, image, passage, story, or moment from the reading stayed with you? Why?
· What perspective or experience did the author invite you to consider? How did it reinforce, complicate, or change your thinking?
· How did the author's use of genre, language, structure, voice, or style shape your experience of the work?
· What did hearing the author read their own work add to your understanding or experience of it?
· What did you learn from the author's comments or responses to audience questions that you might not have learned from reading the work alone?
· What did you learn about the author's approach to writing, creativity, research, revision, or the development of ideas?
· Identify one meaningful connection between the reading and something we have studied in this course. Explain the connection.
· Did anything in the reading challenge an assumption you held or make an issue seem more complex? Explain.
· What question or curiosity did the reading leave you with? What would you like to explore further?
· What idea, technique, perspective, or question from the event might you carry into your own academic, creative, or professional work?
· What did participating in a live author reading provide that you might not have gained from encountering the author's work on your own?
Criteria for Success
A successful reflection:
· Demonstrates that you attended and engaged thoughtfully with the reading.
· Uses specific examples or moments from the event to support your reflection.
· Explains your thinking rather than simply summarizing what happened.
· Makes meaningful connections to the selected reflection prompts and, when required, to course content.
· Is clear and complete and follows the length and submission requirements provided by your instructor.
Length: [Faculty inserts expectation]
Due: [Faculty inserts date/time]
Submit: [Faculty inserts submission instructions]

